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voters recently approved a $10,000,000 bond Issue,
will get under way within a few months, or just as
soon as funds are realized from the sale of the bonds, It
was announced by President Frank Gillelen of the Board
of Public Works.

Gillelen said the board expects the War Production
Board will grant material priorities as soon as It is sat-
isfled that funds have been provided.

Excavation First Task
First work will consist of excavating the site for the

treatment plant, Gillelen said, and award of a contract
for this job probably will be the start of the giant project,
which eventually will require an outlay of $21,000,000.

Gillelen said he expects favorable action by other cities
in the district, which will use the sewer, in contributing
$5,000,000 as their share, and the Legislature in providing
$6,000,000 toward a project which is so vital to the health
of the metropolitan area.

City Engineer Lloyd Aldrich estimated that under the
most favorable conditions it will be two years before the
treatment plant and submarine outfall are in use.
Some idea of the size of the plant, he said, may be

gained by the fact that the site required is 1,400 feet
wide and 4,000 feet long. This, he said, will have to be
leveled and adjoining land acquired to provide for the
slopes.
Another job, according to Aldrich, will be to divert the

central outfall in the north outfall sewer on the Hyperion
property.-Los Angeles Tim7es, April 5.

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE t

HARTLEY F. PEART, ESQ.
San Francisco

Revocation of License for Conviction of Offense
Involving Moral Turpitude

Business and Professions Code, Sec. 2383, provides:
"The conviction of a felony or any offense involving

moral turpitude constitutes unprofessional conduct within
the meaning of this chapter. The record of the conviction
is conclusive evidence of such unprofessional conduct."

In Brainard vs. State Board of Medical Examiners, 68
A.C A. 678, the question was presented to the Court
whether a physician's conviction in the Municipal Court
of violating Sec. 11225 of the Health and Safety Code
constituted an offense involving moral turpitude, for
which the physician's license to practice medicine in the
State of California could be revoked. Health and Safety
Code, Sec. 11225, makes it a public offense for anyone
to administer or dispense narcotics without making a
record of the transaction. The offense is not a felony.
The petitioner in the above case was duly licensed to

practice medicine in this State. A complaint was filed
with the Board of Medical Examiners in which it was
charged that the petitioner was guilty of unprofessional
conduct, as defined by the above quoted section of the
Business and Professions Code, in that he had been found
guilty of failing to keep proper narcotic records. At the
hearing before the loard of Medical Examiners a copy
of the record of the conviction was presented to the
Board, and after hearing the petitioner's license was re-
voked. He thereupon filed a petition with the Superior
Court for a writ of mandate requiring the Board to re-
store his license. It was contended that failing to keep
proper records did not constitute an offense involving
moral turpitude, and that this was evidenced by the fact
that the petitioner was only given a suspended sentence
of one day by the court, upon his plea of guilty to the
charge. On appeal to the District Court from the Su-

t Editor's Note.-This department of CALIFORNIA AND
WESTERN MEDICINE, presenting copy submitted by Hartley
F. Peart, Esq., will contain excerpts from the syllabi of re-
cent decisions, and analyses of legal points and procedures
of interest to the profession.

perior Court's denial of petitioner's application for a writ
of mandate, the District Court announced the rule:
"Whether or not the offense committed did in fact in-

volve moral turpitude depends upon all of the surround-
ing circumstances. The Board of Medical Examiners
was not limited by the sentence pronounced by the
Municipal Court, but it was justified in hearing evidence
concerning all of the circumstances surrounding the
offense for the purpose of determining if indeed moral
turpitude was involved."
The Appellate Court reviewed the record and found

that it contained ample evidence to sustain a finding of
commission of an offense involving moral turpitude. A
narcotic addict had been given marked money; he entered
petitioner's office and the marked money was later found
in possession of petitioner. The revocation of petitioner's
license to practice medicine was sustained.
The contention made by the physician, petitioner in

this case, illustrates the advisability of the Board of
Medical Examiners considering all evidence which may
be relevant in the passing upon possible revocation of the
license. In the Brainard case, in the absence of evidence
of the facts surrounding the petitioners commission of
the offense of failing to keep proper narcotic records, the
Board's action in revoking his license might have been
reversed. Under Business and Professions Code, Sec.
2383, the introduction before the Board of Medical
Examiners of the Court records showing conviction of a
felony would always be sufficient to sustain a finding of
unprofessional conduct. Where, however, the offense in-
volved is only a misdemeanor, in revoking the license it
is necessary that the Board go beyond the mere record of
conviction and have before it all relevant facts which
tend to show that the offense does involve moral turpi-
tude The reason for this is that in the absence of a
statute expressly indicating that evil intent or moral tur-
pitude is inherent in the commission of a crime, the
courts are generally reluctant to classify many crimes as
involving moral turpitude.

L E T T E R S t

Concerning Number of M.D. Licentiates in California:
(coPY)

CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE
San Francisco, March 22, 1945.

California State Board of Medical Examiners
c/o Frederick N. Scatena, M.D., Secretary
1020 N Street, Room 536
Sacramento 14, California
Dear Doctor Scatena:
Owing to proposals that have come from the East and

elsewhere that California and other States grant tem-
porary licenses to physicians who are in military service,
or who have been engaged in essential industry, I am
writing to ask for information concerning the number of
licentiates in California, and the accretions to the total
group of licentiates year by year.

Kindly answer the following questions, if information
is available. (Note. Figures given by Secretary Scatena
have been inserted below by the Editor. K.)
(1) At date of March 3, 1945, there were a total number

of legally registered doctors of medicine licensed to
practice as physicians and surgeons 11,321. (Refers
to Physicians and Surgeons, with M.D. degree, not
Physicians and Surgeons, with D.O. degree.)

t CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE does not hold
itself responsible for views expressed in articles or letters
when signed by the author.
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(2) According to the records of the California State
Board of Medical Examiners, an approximate esti-
mate of the number California licentiates who are
in military service, reaches the number of 3,600 (ap-
proximate figure).

(3) According to the records of the California State
Board of Medical Examiners, an aproximate estimate
of the number of California licentiates who are
neither in military service, nor in active practice in
California, is probably about (not available).

(4) According to the records of the California State
Board of Medical Examiners, at the time of the
annual accounting for State directory or other pur-
poses, the number of Doctors of Medicine who have
been legally licensed in California and who have
maintained their right to practice in California
through payment of the annual tax, for the following
years, was:

Number
Year M.D. Licentiates
1920 ................ 6,242
1930 ................ 10,333
1940 ................ 12,534
1941 ................ 12,868
1942 ................ 12,512
1943 ................ 11,289
1944 ................. 11,119

The above information deals with statistics that deeply
concern the problem of adequate medical practice in our
Commonwealth. We will appreciate an early reply.
Thanking you for your cooperation in the above,

Cordially yours,
(Signed) GEORGE H. KRESS, M.D.,
Secretary-Editor.

Concerning a Letter from Students of the University
of California Medical School-Re: Maintenance
of Standards in Medical Education:

(copy)
San Francisco, California, April 2, 1945.

To the Editor.-Since we feel that the status of medi-
cal education must ever be kept in mind in any considera-
tion of a health program for the State, a number of Uni-
versity of California Medical students have signed a peti-
tion stating certain concrete ideas on the subject.
Knowing of your interest in the problem, we are here-

with submitting a copy of the petition for your considera-
tion.

Very truly yours,
THE PETITIONING STUDENTS

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA MEDICAL SCHOOL
Petition by the Undersigned Students

Whether we believe the health insurance plans before
the Legislature are desirable or not, we do believe that
provision must be made for the continuation and improve-
ment of the high standards of medical education and
medical care of the University of California and other
medical schools. We, therefore, believe that any bill to
be considered for passage by the Legislature should in-
clude the following points:

1. That the medical schools be represented on the ad-
ministration.

2. That the clinics of the medical schools be accepted
and paid as practicing groups under the act.

3. That all the money for the services rendered by the
Clinic of a medical school, be paid as a lump sum to the
medical school for the maintenance and improvement of

medical services to the people, medical research, and
medical education.

This petition was signed by 106 students of the second,
third, and fourth year medical classes. It was submitted
to the Governor and State Assembly.

Concerning California Program for Rheumatic Fever:
(coPY)

State of California
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

San Francisco, April 9, 1945.
C. L. Palmer, M.D., Chairman
The Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania
Committee on Public Health Legislation
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Dear Doctor Palmer:
Doctor George H. Kress has referred to this Depart-

ment your inquiry regarding the California Program for
rheumatic fever.
The Program here is limited to a demonstration in two

Counties, Solano and Contra Costa in the East Bay
area. Referrals to one of the eleven diagnostic clinics
are made by practicing physicians, school physicians, pub-
lic health nurses, etc., and each child is given a careful
workup. Children diagnosed as having active rheumatic
disease or rheumatic carditis or potential rheumatic cardi-
tis, are hospitalized and brought under active treatment
and later put under convalescent care as indicated.
The enclosed copy of an article by Doctor Helen John-

son, Director of the clinics, will give you further infor-
mation.

Sincerely yours,
JESSIE M. BIERMAN, M.D., Chief
Crippled Children Services

Books About Doctors Draw Interest at Sacramento
City Library

No profession is more exacting than that of a doctor.
His work often means long hours of hard work and fre-
quently puts him in strange situations. Very few others
have the chance to battle death at such close quarters
as he does.

Because of the unusual nature of his job, the doctor
who chooses to write a book about his experiences com-
mands more than average attention from the reading
public. At the City Library there are many books by
members of the medical profession and about them.

Outstanding is the popular American Doctor's Odyssey,
by Victor Heiser, which gives a fascinating account of
the author's distinguished career in the Philippine Islands,
the South Seas, India, and many other foreign lands.

Other books of similar interest at the City Library
are: A Surgeon's Fight to Rebuild Men, The First
Woman Doctor, A Surgeon's World, A Doctor Comes
to California, Ship's Doctor, The Horse and Buggy Doc-
tor; Consultation Room, Test Tubes and Dragon Scales,
Frontier Doctor, Doctor in Arabia, Doctor-Here's Your
Hat, A Yankee Doctor in Paradise, The Healing Knife,
Doctor of the North Country, Fifty Years a Country
Doctor, A Woman Surgeon, Hugh Young; a Surgeon's
Autobiography, In Search of Complications, The Winds
of Circumstance, My Days of Strength, Exploring the
Dangerous Trades, I. Remember, Doctor at Timberline,
and Behind the Surgeon's Mask.-Sacramento Shopping
News.

America consumes 5,000,000 pounds of camphor an-
nually; factories can produce all of it synthetically.


